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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year  ending  31st.  December,  1068 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  CHATTERIS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


I submit  hereafter  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Chatteris  Urban 
District . 


ESTIMATED  POPULATION 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


mid.  1963  - 5,500 
mid.  1964  - 5,470 
mid.  1965  - 5,490 
mid.  1966  - 5,520 
mid.  1967  - 5,520 
mid.  1968  - 5,530 


1961  15«94  per 

1962  14.15  per 

1963  - 84  - 15.27  per 

1964  - 85  - 15.54  per 

1965  - 87  - 15.87  per 

1966  - 61  - 11.05  per 

1967  - 81  - 14.70  per 

1968  - 73  - 13.20  per 


thousand  population 
thousand  population 
thousand  population 
thousand  population 
thousand  population 
thousand  population 
thousand  population 
thousand  population 


ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  - 4 


1963  - 

1 

- 1.195 

percent 

of 

live 

births 

1964  - 

7 

- 8.235 

percent 

of 

live 

births 

1965  - 

3 

- 3.45 

percent 

of 

live 

births 

1966  - 

5 

- 8.19 

percent 

of 

live 

births 

1967  - 

8 

- 9.87 

percent 

of 

live 

births 

1968  - 

4 

- 5.48 

percent 

of 

live 

births 

STILL  BIRTHS  - 1 


1963 

- 2 

- 23.2 

per 

thousand 

of 

total 

births 

1964 

- 2 

- 22.9 

per 

thousand 

of 

to  tal 

births 

1965 

- 1 

- 11.4 

per 

thousand 

of 

total 

births 

1966 

- 0 

- 0.0 

per 

thousand 

of 

total 

births 

1967 

- 2 

- 24.0 

per 

thousand 

of 

total 

births 

1968 

- 1 

- 13.5 

per 

thousand 

of 

total 

births 

TOTAL  LIVE 

AND 

STILL  : 

BIRTHS  - 74 

INFANT  DEATHS  - 

■ 1 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

I960 

2 

deaths 

24.00 

per 

thousand 

live 

births 

1961 

3 

deaths 

34.09 

per 

thousand 

live 

births 

1962 

3 

deaths 

38.50 

per 

thousand 

live 

births 

1963 

2 

deaths 

23.82 

per 

thousand 

live 

births 

1964 

1 

death 

11.76 

per 

thousand 

live 

births 

1965 

7 

deaths 

80 .46 

per 

thousand 

live 

births 

1966 

3 

deaths 

49.18 

per 

thousand 

live 

births 

1967 

5 

deaths 

61.73 

per 

thousand 

live 

births 

1968 

1 

death 

13.69 

per 

thousand 

live 

births 

No  deaths  of  illegitimate 

infants . 

I in?  ANT  MORTALITY  RATE  (under  one  year  old)  one. 

NEO  NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (under  four  weeks  old)  Nil. 

EARLY  NO  NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (under  one  week  old)  Nil. 
PRE-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  ( stTll  births  and  under  one  week) 
One  still  birth. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  none  known. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Wisbech  & District  Water  Board  is  the  Statutory  Authority  and 
piped  mains  supply  water  from  Mar ham,  Norfolk. 

Frequent  bacteriological  examinations  have  been  undertaken 
during  1968  on  samples  from  the  Board’ s sourceworks  and  the 
distribution  system  in  this  area.  The  results  have  been  of 
a very  high  standard.  Many  chemical  analyses  have  also  been 
carried  out. 


All  new  mains  were  sterilised,  samples  taken  and  bacteriological 
examinations  made  before  the  mains  were  put  into  service.  No 
connections  were  permitted  until  the  water  in  the  mains  was  of 
the  highest  standard  of  purity. 

There  were  no  cases  of  contaimination  of  the  water  supply  in 
Chatteris  Urban  District  during  1968. 

Bacteriological  Samples  taken  in  the  Chatteris  Urban  District : 

Total  Tests  No .of  Tests  No.  of  Tests  % Negative 
Taken  Negative  Positive  Tests 

140  140  — 100$ 


Schedule  of  Work  carried  out  in  the  Chatteris  Urban  District 
between  the  1st  January  and  the  31st  December,  1968: 


New  Mains  Laid; 

Swingbrow,  Chatteris 

Washway  Road,  Chatteris 

Housing  site  off  St.  Martin’s  Road 

Housing  site  of  Fairway 

Housing  site  off  Railway  Lane 

Housing  site  off  New  Road 


267 

yards 

2*» 

P.V.C 

174 

yards 

4" 

P.V.C 

47 

yards 

3" 

P.V.C 

134 

yards 

4U 

P.V.C 

173 

yards 

4" 

P.V.C 

120 

yards 

4” 

P.V.C 

Additional  Domestic  Properties  Suppl ied 1 3 7 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Direct  labour  is  used  to  operate  a weekly  collection  in  the 
town  and  fortnightly  in  the  outlying  fens. 


RIVERS.  STREAMS  AND  WATERCOURSES 

There  are  no  natural  rivers  and  streams,  the  town  being  built 
on  a layer  of  Kimmeridge  clay  thrown  up  and  forming  high  land 
running  north  to  south  and  rainfall  gravitated  off  the  east  and 
west  slopes  to  artificial  dykes  and  to  the  main  drains  con- 
structed some  three  hundred  years  ago  when  the  fens  were  reclaimed. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

This  is  on  the  water  carriage  system  in  the  Urban  District. 

SCHOOLS 

All  are  supplied  with  piped  water  and  generally  satisfactory 
sanitary  conditions. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Both  Acre  Fen  and  Nighlayer  Works  are  working  satisfactorily 
and  the  effluent  standard  is  to  the  satisfaction  of  theGreat 
Ouse  River  Authority. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


This  is  conducted  in  a purpose-built  Health  Centre  built  in 
1947.  Fortunately  therefore,  there  will  be  no  need  for  heavy 
expenditure  as  is  occuring  in  the  surrounding  towns  which  are 
providing  new  Health  Centres  for  their  communities. 

Unfortunately  the  Centre  is  situated  in  a small  by-road  with 
totally  inadequate  car  parking  facilities.  Consequently 
during  Surgery  hours  there  is  sometimes  gross  traffic 
congestion.  A cement  factory  nearby  and  a public  hall 
opposite  occasionally  add  to  the  chaotic  conditions. 

The  National  Health  Service  is  run  by  two  General  Practitioners, 
assisted  by  a Nurse  Dispenser,  Hospital  treatment  is  readily 
obtained  at  Doddington  only  4 miles  away.  Fortunately  there 
are  no  long  waiting  lists  even  for  such  frequently  occuring 
operations  as  hernia  repairs  or  even  tonsillectomy, 

Addenbrooks,  Cambridge  and  the  R .A  ,F . Ely  Hospital  are  also 
very  accommodating.  The  co-operation  and  co-ordination 
between  the  various  hospitals,  the  Health  Department  Services, 
the  Family  Doctors  and  the  nurses  is  usually  good  but 
unfortunately  there  are  sometimes  delays,  occasionaly 
pathetically  very  long. 

NURSING-  SERVICE  AND  HEALTH  VISITORS  SERVICE 

This  service  continues  to  be  efficient.  There  are  two  nurses 
one  of  whom  is  the  Health  Visitor. 

FLUORIDATION  OF  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY 

It  is  unfortunate  that  because  Chatteris  is  situated  at  the 
end  of  the  pipeline,  the  fluoridation  of  water,  though  passed 
in  principle  by  the  local  Council,  has  had  to  be  shelved 
because  other  Councils  on  the  same  pipeline  objected. 

CHIROPODY  SERVICES 

Chatteris  has  an  adequate  Chiropody  Service,  a visiting 
Chiropodist  working  under  the  National  Health  Service  provides 
treatment  at  a reduced  fee  for  the  elderly,  physically  handi- 
capped and  expectant  mothers.  In  addition  two  other  Chiropodists 
visit  Chatteris. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  Ambulance  Service,  with  headquarters  situated  8 miles  away 
at  March,  continues  to  be  extremely  efficient.  Occasionally 
the  liason  between  the  Ambulance  Centre  and  the  hospital 
appears  to  be  lacking,  resulting  in  an  ambulance  arriving  at 
a house  when  it  should  have  been  cancelled. 

INFANT  RrELFARE  SERVICES 

The  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  continues  to  be  a centre  of  attraction 
for  young  mothers.  It  is  held  weekly  and  attended  by  the  two 
District  Nurses  assisted  by  willing  helpers.  On  alternate 
weeks  a Family  Doctor  attends. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  CONGENITAL  BIRTH  DEFECTS 

Congenital  birth  defects  are  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  in  addition  the  consultant  Paediatrician  for  the  area 
sees  the  child  either  at  home  or  in  hospital  and  assesses  the 
situation. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29099687 


YOUNG  CHILDREN'S  SAFETY 


I regret  to  say  the  potentially  dangerous  situation 
existing  at  the  Burnsfield  School  first  reported  in  my 
last  Annual  Report,  still  presents  a problem.  Speeding 
motors  amongst  children  both  running  and  cycling  is  bound 
to  result  in  a catastrophe  sooner  or  later.  The  optimum 
time  to  observe  the  chaos  is  during  inclement  weather, 
especially  heavy  rain,  when  bedlam  reigns. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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DEATHS  the  main  causes  of  death  were:- 


Male  Female  Total 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

3 

0 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

7 

4 

11 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

10 

5 

15 

Other  Heart  Disease 

k 

1 

5 

Cerebro  Vascular  Disease 

1 

7 

8 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

0 

1 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

0 

l 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

0 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

0 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies 

2 

0 

2 

All  other  Accidents 

0 

1 

1 

32 

21 

53 

Death  rate  per  thousand  population  = 9.58 
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S UMMA RY  OF  FO OP  INSPECTIONS 
1968 


I.  Numb  or  of  Food  Premises 


Cafes  2 
Hotels  3 
Milk  Retailers  2 
Bakers  3 


Fishmongers  4 
Grocers  17 
Butchers  7 
Greengrocers  6 


2.  Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drug  Act,  1955  and  the  number  of  Dairies 
registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations, 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  17 

Sausage  Producers  5 

Number  of  Dairies  3 


3 • Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

Condemned  food  is  disposed  of  by  burning  except  for  large 
articles  and  tinned  foods  which  are  normally  buried 
surrounded  with  quick-lime. 


4 . Food  Condemned 


Twelve  tins  6 lb . 9oz.  Pineapple  - 30.1.68 

Eight  tins  7 lbs.  Pineapple  - 3°. 1.68 

One  tin  11  lbs.  Ham  - 16.4.68 

Seventeen  tins  Peaches  - 30.8.68 

One  tin  Ox  tongue  - 23.12.68 

Contents  of  refridgerated  display  cabinet  including 
pre-packed  fish,  meat  and  vegetables  - 26.8.68 


Contents  of  refridgerated  display  cabinet  including 
pre-pached  fish,  meat  and  vegetables  - 31.12. 68 


- 


MEAT  INSPECTION  1968 


Beasts 

Pigs 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Weight  of 
Meat 

Condemned 

J anuary 

12 

18 

30 

26  lbs. 

February 

17 

0 

29 

14  lbs. 

March 

14 

0 

42 

19  lbs. 

April 

12 

4 

42 

11  lbs. 

May 

18 

3 

47 

2 lbs . 

June 

14 

2 

41 

0 lbs . 

July 

13 

1 

62 

22  lbs. 

August 

17 

0 

44 

14  lbs. 

September 

15 

0 

42 

21  lbs. 

Octob er 

16 

0 

51 

21  lbs. 

November 

14 

0 

36 

13i  lbs 

December 

11 

0 

33 

3i  lbs. 

173 

28 

499 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1968 

NOR  THE  UNBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CHATTERIS 

IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

FACTORIES  ACT0  1957  - 19,5.5) 

Prescribed  Particulars  of  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act s 1957  

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.  - INSPECTIONS  for  purpose  ofprovisions  as  to  Health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public 
Health  Inspector) 


Number 


Number  of 


Premises 

on  — — — — - — — — 

Register  ■ Inspections  , 

Written  Occupiers 

Notices  Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which 

I ! 

j 

! 

1 Secs.  1,2,3?4  and  6 

i . 

are  to  be  enforced 

4 ! 5 ; 

- 

i 

by  Local  Authority 

j ! 

i 

Factories  not 

1 i 

! 1 

i * 1 

included  above  in 

which  Sec.  7 is 

16  18 

1 

enforced  by  the 

; 

i i 

Local  Authority 

; i 

i ! 

i 

Other  premises  in 

which  Sec . 7 is 

! | 

) 

enforced  by  Local 

! i 

i 

Authority  (excluding 

1 | 

1 

Outworkers’  premises) 

. . . . -------  - j 

| 

\ 

TOTAL 

20  23  j 

1 

i 

2,  - Cases 

in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  found 

Number  of 

1 * 

Referred 

cases  in  which 

Particulars  Found 

Remedied  , _ „ „ 

Prosectuions 

To  H.M.  by  H 

.M  . 

were 

Inspector  Inspector 

Instituted 

Want  of  ^ 

1 1 

i ! 

Cleanliness 

-L  — 

* j 

■ 

“ 

Overcrowding 

i | 

i “ 

~ 

Unreasonable 

; ; ! 

temperature 

— j 

Inadequate 

» 

ventilation 

i 

: | 

Ineffective 

i i 

j 

drainage  of 

_ ! ___  I 

- 

Floors 

_ 

i ' 

• 

8 


2.  - Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (continued) 


9 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  found  : Number  of 


l Particulars 

; Found 

Remedied 

1 Referred 

i 

cases  in  which  | 
Prosecutions 
were 

Instituted 

l 

to  H.Mo  ■ by  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector  j 

i 

i Sanitary 
Conveniences 

. ! ! 

; ! 

| I 

j 

1 

i 

a)  Insuffic- 
ient 

1 

— 

j j 

I 

i 

i 

! 

b)  Unsuitable 
or  defec- 
tive 

i 

- 

’ 

| , 

- i - | 

i 1 

i 

c)  Not 

separate 
for  sexes 

1 

j 

- 

I ! 

j 

! i 

i 

J 

i 

i. 

! 

Other  defects 
] against  the 
j Act  (not 
including 
offences 

! 

| 

_ i 

i 

! 

- 

| j 

i 

! i 'i 

s i 

i j 1 

| ....  ! - . : 

i 

i 

_ 

■i 

! 

TOTAL 

I 

r 

i 1 

i ; 

i 

_ j 

1 

BART  VI 11  OF  THE  ACT 


OUT -WORK 

(sections  IIP  and  111) 


■Mature  orwork 

and  No  of 
workers 

Lampshades  1 . 


I No  of  defaults  jjt^rosecutionS:  unwnoie-.  Not  ides  ' "Prose— 
j in  sending  list!  re  lists  j some  j served  j cutions 
: j premises;  1 


Signature 


Medical  Officer 
of  Health 
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